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Abstract

Through sustainable development, Nigeria may address poverty through promoting economic growth,
social justice and environmental responsibilities. Nigeria is a developing nation with a variety of issues
that sustainable development might help with. Nigeria’s economy is unstable due to its substantial
reliance on oil. By making investments in industries like manufacturing, renewable energy and
agriculture, sustainable development promotes diversification. Sustainable development sets a high
priority on policies that are equitable that guaranteed marginalized people’s access to fundamental
necessities including healthcare, education and employment. In Nigeria, enhancing healthcare facilities
and funding education, especially in rural areas, can empower people and lower the country’s poverty
rates. Poverty has drawn attention from all throughout the world. The UN established Millennium
Development Goals in an attempt to find a solution, however some developing countries even Nigeria
did not reach the objectives. Nigeria can make significant progress towards ending poverty while
ensuring long term economic stability and social progress for its people by putting into practical
strategies regarding sustainable development include promoting business investing in renewable energy
projects and expanding access to healthcare and education.
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Introduction

There are numbers of challenges that are being faced by the world but poverty is the major one which has
huge implications for sustainable development. Sustainable development means that human should lead
their lives in a manner where they should meet their need in contemporary scenario but shall not affect
the needs and requirements of coming generation (Brundtland Report, 1987). It could be understood
simply as meeting human development goals of the current simultaneously sustaining the ability for the
future. The total population of world is nearly 7.5 billion out of which 689 million are in extreme poverty,
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that comprises 9% of total world population with earning less than $ 1.90 a day.1 Due to the very same
reason of poverty each day 25,000 children dies (UNICEF, 2010). The concept of poverty is not a new
concept as it is faced by the world since early times just like the concept of poor and rich in a society. All
the countries have addressed this issue in accordance to their resources but at international level in year
2000, at United Nations Millennium Summit the world leader came with Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). It has eight goals in total out of which the eradication of poverty is priorities as 1% one.” When
world leaders convened in 2015 to introduce the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (hereafter SDGs) in
New York in the month of September at United Nations headquarter, poverty reduction became a key
goal of it and this was also called as Agenda 2030 (Asadullah and Savioa 2018).

Though the world leaders have shown so much of commitments in this regard yet the attainment of goals
does not seem to be near an average specially in respect of Nigeria. Today, poverty is a pervasive issue
throughout Africa. Many people are actually born into it, with few opportunities in term of living. If it is
said that Nigeria is the country having largest number of people living under the poverty, then it will not
be wrong (Max and Esteban 2018). Here the case study of Nigeria will be addressed in term of poverty
and the attainment of sustainable development. The situation of poverty in Nigeria is alarming. Since 1980
there has been shocking increase in poverty in Nigeria, as 86.9 million Nigerians are living paramount
poverty and India was second to Nigeria with the highest poverty rate in June 2018, according to the
Brookings Institution. According to a survey (conducted by the World Poverty Clock) there are almost 91.6
million Nigerians who make less than $1 per day (Okogba 2019). It is critical to evaluate the nation's
progress toward achieving the SDGs, especially the first goal that addresses ending of poverty in every
mean and form by 2030, given that the SDGs have been in place for around five years.

Concept of Sustainable Development

The definition of "sustainable" according to a basic dictionary is "anything that can be perpetuated or
capable of being sustained."® Meaning by, the proper management in respect of resources as well as the
environment in which such resources are being utilized. Number of things are attached to this concept
like sustainable agriculture that maintains a certain state, increasing population and economic growth in a
manner which would not harm natural resources and environment. When something is described as
sustainable, it can be produced or maintained indefinitely without causing environmental harm or
depleting natural resources (Meadowcroft and Petruzello, 2019). Following the 1987 World Commission
Conference on Environment and Development ( hereafter WCED), the term ‘sustainable development’
became widely accepted across the whole United Nations (UN) (Osondu-oti, 2019). In contemporary time
environment is point of contention for every nation which has also emphasized on sustainable
development. After the WCED report, the Brundtland Commission Report, which decried the use of
resources in ways that were not sustainable in modern civilizations, saying that these modes of resources
use, growth, and consumerism endangered ecosystems and the welfare of future generations
(Meadowcroft and Petruzello, 2019).

"Elena Suckling and Dan Walton, ‘Poverty Trends; global, regional, and national’ (November 2021)
<https://devinit.org/resources/poverty-trends-globa-regional-and-national/#note-RB-NYp406>
accessed on July 15, 2022

Millennium Development Goals by World Health Organization (19 February 2018),
<https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/millennium-development-goals-(mdgs)>
accessed on July 15, 2022

® Please visit <https://www.yourdictionary.com/sustainable-development> accessed on July 16, 2022
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The SDGs, also known as global goals, has a unifying process of action and are intended to achieve a
number of "zeros" that will change the world, including zero poverty. The 17 SDGs are interconnected in a
way that acknowledges the interdependence of social, economic, and environmental sustainability and
the need for development to strike a balance between these three pillars of sustainability. For instance,
SDG 1's targets include eradicating extreme poverty for all people worldwide, creating social protection
systems and policies that are suitable for each country, and eliminating at least up to 50% poverty for
everyone and ensuring access to economic resources, necessary services, property (lawful), modern
technology, and will also enhance resilience to any sort of disaster that occurs (Osondu-oti, 2019).

Nigeria’s Efforts and Process for Eradicating Poverty

The SDGs were adopted in 2015 and have since become the global objectives that call for real actions
and pledges made by nations that they would meet the goals till year 2030. To show the commitment
regarding accomplishing SDGs aims, various generic and goal-specific strategies have been initiated by
Nigeria. It is important due tothe SDGs’ successful implementation, which replace to achieve the
MDGs, would indicate that citizens had achieved their goals. Aspires to prosperity, peace, and general
well-being like maintenance of global biodiversity and equal resource distribution (odogwu, 2018). Federal
Government of Nigeria had taken certain practical steps in term of eradicating poverty specifically and to
meet the SDGs in general. An office for the senior special assistant to the President on SDGs (hereafter
OSSAP-SDGs) has been formed to look into the matter of reduction of poverty from the country.* In term
of legislation two committees have been formulated with the purpose to deal with SDGs and deal all the
matters regarding funding and implementation at national assembly and senate. Furthermore, on ministry
level certain sub committees are also formed, private sector advisory groups, various departments under
ministries and donor forums are also formed to support the cause.” The National Youth Services Corps
(NYSC) and the OSSAP-SDGs collaborated to train graduating youth to be able to become productive in
attaining SDGs and areas of national service they are assigned to after graduation. This was done to
support the SDGs advocacy and campaign program.

Financial Steps to Eliminate Poverty

To support the SDGs the Federal Government has implemented several ways to aid in the battle against
poverty in the nation. To combat poverty and hunger nationwide, the government launched the National
Social Investment program (NSIP) in 2016. An amount of $500 million under the international
development assistance was allowed/issued in the month of June (2016) by the World Bank Group’s
Board of Executive Directors advocacy and campaign program. In this program OSSAP-SDGs partnered
with NYSC to teach youth to promote SDGs in their local communities (which includes each corner of the
country) and areas of national service they are dedicated to. It was anticipated that those who has no
access to social safety shall be given due access like any other person by 2021.% In the annual budget of
Nigeria, an amount of $1.3 billion has been assigned for the above said purpose, which would be utilized
in best possible way to provide everyone with the basic necessity of life to overcome poverty. Beside

* Adaora O, ‘Nigeria and the sustainable development goals agenda; is ending poverty in all its forms
possible by 20307’ (February 2020) 5(2) IJRD 278-288

> Ibid.

®lbrahim & Salisu, ‘National social investment program; The potential to achieve the SDGs on poverty
eradication  through the conditional case transfer program in  Nigeria’ (2018)
<https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/National-Social-Investments-Programme%3A-The-to-the-
Adam/f7189438eae6670234f9fcOc61ba3bbc1553fb48#citing-papers> accessed on July 16, 2022
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these steps certain projects are also initiated with sole purpose to uplift the poor and vulnerable
household in the country.

Practical Steps to alleviate Poverty

Since 1960, Nigeria's successive governments have attempted to lessen or alleviate the country's poverty.
In the first place, through the efforts of the ministries, departments and agencies working under the
umbrella of government in any form; in the second, through collaborations with foreign organizations;
and the third one (which is most important) is, by forming such groups and institutions that are devoted
for countering the increasing poverty and unemployment. In the initial tenure of Olusegun Obsanjo, Joda
Penal was formed with an objective to evaluate different initiatives taken by prior regimes for elevation of
poverty from the country. It identified more than twenty of such institutions working in this regard. These
organizations include the Peoples Bank of Nigeria (PBN), Community Banks, Family Support Program,
National Directorate of Employment, and Directorate of food, roads and rural infrastructures (DFFRI).”
Some of these programs deals with the issue of poverty directly where as other deals indirectly.

National and International Projects to Address Poverty

Different development programs have been launched by succeeding administrations in response to the
terrible poverty situation in Nigeria. Poverty reduction plans and strategies undertaken in Nigeria thus far
have been more growth-oriented, core requirements and aims for rural development. However, Nigerian
poverty alleviation programs use a variety of which the government hopes to renovate and rebuild
economy. The country's significant poverty rate has made initiatives to reduce poverty significant political
choices with time, with varying outcomes to attain SDGs. Various eminent projects are;

e The Seven Point Agenda of Nigeria

e Appraisal of the Poverty Alleviation Programs (PAP

e The National Poverty Eradication Program (NAPEP)

e The National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS)

Nigeria's poverty-to-growth ratios are slowly declining, and income inequality is also declining. Due to a
lack of infrastructure, it is evident that most of the Nigerians have rare access to very basic necessities of
life, struggle for job and faces other problem with regard to earning, and have limited sources for income.
By establishing long-lasting procedures for launching small scale projects at local level, which will
specifically focus women, youth, children and the elderly, the Commercial Agriculture Development
Project for Nigeria (under the umbrella of World Bank) recognizes the importance of elimination of
poverty. The initiative, which is now being conducted in 26 states, encourages the development of the
abilities of Igocal government authority and other public organizations to assist society in term of reduction
of poverty.

The World Bank Group (WBG) authorized a $1.5 billion package to support the development of a durable
recovery after COVID19 and proposed 5-year Country Partnership Framework (CPF) from the year 2021 to

’ Dare Ojo. ‘Evaluation of National Directorate of Employment in Allevating Poverty in Nigeria’ (2013) 1(1)
JARE 8-25

Chukwuemeka, ‘Poverty and the MDGs in Nigeria; the Nexus’ (2009) 4(9) Educational Research and
Review 405-410

° The World Bank, Community driven projects reduce poverty and empower youth in Nigeria (2017)
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2024. The CPF basically focuses on four areas broadly that are, first, investing in human capital; by
expanding access to primary healthcare, strengthening primary education, clean water (for various usage)
and sanitation, and expanding the scope and efficacy of programs for social assistnace. Second, promotion
of jobs and economic transformation and diversification; which would introduce such projects that would
be reducing poverty in term of providing job to each person in the country and also encourages the
private investments and also sustainable power for household and firms. Third, enhancing resilience;
through improving livelihood prospects and service delivery in the most vulnerable areas, also by
upgrading agriculture and fostering climate resilience. Lastly, by strengthening the foundation of public
sector in every walk of life."®

Review of Poverty Alleviation programs and Progress in Respect of Sustainable Development

Since the country's independence, all efforts to reduce poverty have largely failed. The majority of the
programs were not created with the intention of reducing poverty; they lacked a clarity in policy
execution with appropriate guidelines for doing so; they were plagued by political instability, interference,
policy, and macroeconomic disruptions; and they were full of corruption, political deceit, outright
kleptomania, and repugnant looting. It must be noted that efforts in Nigeria to reduce poverty suffered
from a lack of consistency and a change in strategy. Every succeeding government had a different idea—
or none at all—to offer. Programs to reduce poverty were more "regime specific" because there was little
to no continuity with those started by prior administrations (Garba 2006). Due to the following
difficulties, government initiatives are mostly ineffective;11

e  Corruption and lack of accountability

e Poorly articulate plans and policies

e Lack of required infrastructure

e No stable policies and raise in conflict (ethnic and religious)

e More reliance on oil and gas sector with no proper framework
e Limited value addition to agriculture sector

e Income inequality

e Unemployment

o Non-diversification of national economy

To eliminate the poverty at all level in Nigeria it is necessary that there should be good governance at all
levels of government that is necessary condition. Good macroeconomics stability is also urgent need of
time, this could be attained by sustainable reform in agriculture sector, industry sector and also in
infrastructure sector. There is large chunk of unemployment which is direct cause of poverty in the
country. In this regard all the private as well as the public sector need to create such opportunity with
which this issue could be resolved. Increased healthcare spending is associated with economic expansion
and, consequently, with a decline in poverty. In term of health it has severe affects which could result in
tuberculosis, problems with new born babies, issues in maternal mortality, malaria and other crippling
health related issues in Nigeria, and have significant influence in every term." For all this first of all Nigeria

1 The World Bank, World Bank Group to Boost Nigeria’s Efforts to Reduce Poverty (2020)
" Adaora O, ‘Nigeria and the sustainable development goals agenda; is ending poverty in all its forms
possible by 20307’ (February 2020) 5(2) IJRD 278-288

M.S. Abdullahi, ‘Three things Nigeria must do to end extreme poverty’, (2019)
<https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/03/90-million-nigerians-live-in-extreme-poverty-here-are-3-
ways-to-bring-them-out/> accessed on July 16, 2022

ISSN (P): 2709-9962 Khan, Rehman & Khan (2022) 510

12



Asian Social Studies and =1 Volume 3 Issue 2
Applied Research (ASSAR) May, 2022
Published by ASAR Council S a— e ISSN (E): 2709-9229

shall start building the trust of people which is quite at stake. It has been seen that like many other
developing or under developing countries Nigeria had faced number of dictator’s regime which has raised
guestions on every activity and policy of the government.

Findings

In the Constitution of Nigeria, it is mentioned that the government is responsible to protect rights of
citizens at any cost but due the political turmoil which Nigeria has been facing from long time has put the
provisions of law at stake. There are so many serious problems that need to be catered immediately but
poverty is on top of the list. Nigerian government tries to take this issue in consideration in each regime
but no one has delivered in this regard. from 1996 to 2021 the percentage of people who are under
poverty line has increased drastically to which a lot of factors had contributed (as mentioned above). To
eliminate poverty and attain the sustainable development goals (specially the first one which deals with
poverty) Nigeria still need to perform because so far nothing has been seen changing in this regard.
different international plate forums like Worl Bank, United Nations, African Development Bank and other
regional organization are helping Nigeria in this regard but so far the change is not being seen. Actual
change would come when the country itself takes such measure which would be effective to eradicate the
poverty and meet the goals of SDGs. Though legislation is available and different federal and local level
authorities are there to work on but they are not performing accordingly and efficiently which need to be
addressed properly and seriously to attain the goals.

Conclusion

Global concern has been raised about poverty. The MDGs were created by the UN in an effort to find a
solution, but some developing nations, including Nigeria, did not meet the targets. The 17 SDGs were
introduced in 2015 as a follow-up to the Millennium Development Goals, with a target year of 2030 for
completion. The basic objective is still to eradicate poverty in all its forms. Like many other nations
throughout the world, Nigeria has taken great interest in the SDGs. However, the nation has had difficulty
combating poverty. Despite several government initiatives and programs, like National Social Investment
Program and formation of numerous agencies and committees tasked with eradicating poverty in the
nation, poverty persists. This research highlighted numerous obstacles preventing the nation's attempts
to alleviate poverty. These difficulties are so many as mentioned above but lack of accountability,
corruption, inadequate infrastructure, and rising conflict plays major role. Since there has been little
progress in reducing poverty in Nigeria, overcoming poverty in all of its forms is not achievable. While the
government has made attempts, their efforts are only a drop in the ocean of poverty. The world's center
of poverty is now Nigeria. Government organizations and those charged with reducing poverty in the
nation should be genuinely committed to doing so. Additionally, in order to ensure eradication of poverty
and rule of law, accountability and proper implementation of law at all levels of government, the actions
taken by government agencies and units working to end poverty in the nation should be closely
monitored.
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