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Abstract

The issue of Pakistan-Afghanistan border management is laden with political and historical hitches. In
line with the best practice of border control and changing economic future, the inhabitants of the
Afghanistan-Pakistan frontier are going through a major change in their daily life practice. The
withdrawal of the United States and NATO soldiers resulted in a shift in the administrative resolution
and general stabilization, although Pakistan's immigration laws further restricted access to its
boundary. Access is often difficult due to stringent standards just on the Pakistani side. The
accumulation of Pakistan's border controls is so much more critical in curtailing people’s choices and
mobility than it would be in controlling commodity flow. The complicated defence scenario seems to
have had an impact on the economic well-being of frontier residents, military operations in erstwhile
FATA, displacement of people, and currently, underway scepticism of the Afghan community have
almost all contributed to a reduction in cross-border mobility in current history. Inhabitants including
both nations are paying more for immigration, vital selling and domestic items, welfare and education,
new enterprises and job prospects, preserving the community and personal links, and keeping
possession of community assets such as property and lumbers split either by barrier. By limiting casual
business, the disruption has damaged the existence of underprivileged local entrepreneurs. Low-paid
workers and native logistics companies, and even a wide spectrum of migrant workers from Pakistan
and Afghanistan, individuals from the area who pertain to a special status tribal cluster that has been
once granted permission to them through the rahdari system, as well as the most sensitive community
representatives, all follow the same pattern. This investigation aims to look at the socioeconomic
challenges that arise as a result of stringent border protection. This study has suggested that imposing
stricter rules at crucial crossings affects the surrounding residents' life, so considering these
modifications within the frontier legislative framework will lead to initiatives that will credibly and
sustainably strengthen development and survival prospects.

Keywords: Durand Line, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Border Management, Fencing, Borderland, Socio-
Economic, NATO, US.

Introduction

It is undeniable that, amongst many other things, geography has a significant impact on populations.
Geographical elements have been used as the foundation for civilizations; for which a society is located
impacts inherent cultural tendencies or what the state's neighbouring ntions are concerned with building
extrinsic connections with such findings illustrate that geographical variables have an impact on a state's
cultural heritage. Numerous aspects of people's self-image are dictated by geography, not just for
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countries but also for individuals; for example, depending on where a person is born or grows old, they
will need to have a separate cultural heritage and a distinctive nationality (Chang,2010). This implies that
a large portion of substantial presence has changed circumferentially as a consequence of geography, so
the outcomes impacted by geographical location influence individuals. Frontiers are considered the most
important central part in terms of how geography and persons interact. Frontiers are perhaps worthy of
investigation since they are both physically and sociopolitical constructs (Alvarez,1995). State boundaries
create fictitious organizations that also are confined to boundaries and independent, with citizens
supposedly aware of their authority despite the limitations of respective bounds (Anderson,1983). This
feature of self - determination has further ramifications for nationalities and ethnic origins (Chang,2010).
State boundaries not just generate unique autonomous nationalities, but they have the potential to split
philosophies and cognitive tides that transcend borders. The country's lron Barrier is constituted of
political boundaries since any state's borderlands are always the first to meet any occurrence that might
jeopardize the state's interests of the nation. Although the specific course of frontiers may change across
millennia, political boundaries are not transient phenomena. Whenever we reflect that jurisdictional
boundaries have traditionally served as the foundation of international law and the organization of world
diplomacy, it is apparent that boundaries will continue to play an important part in the government
system. At around the same moment, it highlights the vast divergence in several parts of the world among
everyday practice and international norms, as well as states' efforts to regulate them (Schetter,2013).

Objectionable elements such as persons, goods, firearms, and drugs are also prohibited, but to a far lesser
extent than that in the past. Perhaps the most fundamental role is to defend a nation's people through
either external incursions or unlicensed weapon availability over the frontier (Newman,2003). The idea
that borders can be correctly delineated by measuring research and then rendered impregnable by the
building of fences and surveillance has become and still is a chronicle in several regions. Any free nation
does have the capacity to protect its frontiers from perceived attacks whilst simultaneously safeguarding
its citizens from insider threats. External pressures, from the other extreme, may control and exacerbate
vulnerabilities. Trump's defiant stance on building a wall along the Mexican border to safeguard the US
from undocumented immigrants and some other issues establishes a sound example of the protection
that a legitimate government is accustomed to (Schetter,2013).

Any government cannot take border enforcement for stride. Boundary control is vital for the state's
progress in ordinary routine to proceed. This is a well-established fact that so many cross-border
connections occur at the state scale. These extensive relationships provide important opportunities while
also presenting substantial threats to the nation's future. Currently, the concept of securing the border is
inadequate to deal with contemporary challenges. As a result, a more robust mechanism is needed to
safeguard country borders while simultaneously scheming legalized migration for critical interactions.
Although the previous resonance of boundaries concentrated largely on how they had been designated
and restricted, the procedure of the frontier administration now increasingly takes precedence. Several
boundaries are now becoming increasingly penetrable, allowing increasingly goods, individuals, currency,
communication, ecosystem spill-over effects and other external elements to pass over. Immigration
control and management methods permit for movement, and informal collaboration between
communities along both sides of the channel line develops. When nations seek to keep their citizens safe,
they use more strict boundary management strategies. When organizations remove their restrictions,
borders are becoming more porous, permitting for much more informal transnational cooperation and
participation (Newman,2003).

In current history, border management is gaining increasing significance. Globalization carries with it both
opportunities and challenges on a worldwide platform. In some ways, taking a moderate approach to
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borders for diplomatic, economical, cultural, and community institutions is acceptable and important, but
it also may represent substantial threats to a country's security and protection. This involves the creation
of distinct border regulatory procedures, which may be the overall purpose of the Boundary Management
customary. The goals of the border management approach will first be determined by state geopolitical
goals. The basic aims of successful border management are to promote (a) global peace and stability, (b)
local and state security, (c) and strengthen the border area’s economy (Pathek n.d).

A 2611-kilometre permeable borderline existed between Pakistan and Afghanistan. The Durand Line
continues to be among the most divisive issue here between the two countries. Border management
design influences both countries, especially during times of security crisis. The disagreements could also
be seen in the broader context of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, along with active Afghan representatives
of different socio-political stripes refusing to acknowledge the Durand Line as the country's legal border
(Qayium,2020). In addition, the Durand Line is an excellent illustration of a boundary where its separating
purpose of a barrier would not be fully created and also where cultural - financial movement over the
borderline surpasses that on the inside of the state involved (Schetter,2013). The same region shares
boundaries with Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces after Pakistan's independence in 1947. Afghan
administrations have long leveraged this rift, claiming all of Pakistan's remote territories for their own or
funding separatist movements for such an independent Pashtunistan. No Afghan government recognized
this Boundary as an external boundary since the time of independence (Zeb,2006). Afghanistan sees the
borderline as both a concern and a sociopolitical deadlock while Pakistan sees this borderline as fixed and
the topic as a "security" concern. Pakistan believes maintaining the frontier might increase safety.
Pakistan desires "better regional security," whilst Afghanistan seeks to "solve" the borderline and then
use stakes and fences to regulate it. Pakistan-Afghanistan ties continue to be strained by the current
status of the boundary. Both countries' Afghanistan-Pakistan relations have traditionally been fuelled by
inter personnel connections and trade, along with the refugee migration, alongside familial, commercial,
and tribal ties that span the Durand Line. The Pashtun community living along the borderline symbolizes
indeed a common capacity and a mutual danger in Kabul and Islamabad's eyes. The combined effect of
Pakistan's external borders is now more critical in curtailing individual mobility than it would be in
controlling commodity inflow. The frugal security scenario seems to have had an impact on the economic
well-being of both the frontier population — combat operations in FATA, forced migration, and persistent
distrust of the Afghan community have all slowed cross-border transit in past years. The cross-border
movement has been constrained as a result of Pakistan's subsequent implementation of visa and
immigration requirements for crossings, and also the construction of the boundary fence. Inter mobility
and economic enterprise have been disrupted, affecting not only economies but also various forms of
community strife. This study analyzes the movement of people and goods by evaluating the effects of
Pakistan's tougher border restrictions on commerce, stability, and resident interactions. Due to a decrease
in radicalism, the deployment of the revised immigration control method and new restrictions has
resulted in widespread resentment among the community. The problem is investigated in this study by
examining the boundary monitoring system and responding to the questions posed.:

o What are the social and economic consequences of border management
on the lives of those living along the borders?

o How has this arrangement influenced inter migration, small-business prospects, the preservation
of the community and personal relationships, and the possession of local resources such as land
and forests split by fence-related issues?

o Does the current border administration system have an impact on people-to-people contacts?
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Geo-Political importance of Durand Line

Two elements largely determine the strategic calculus between Afghanistan and Pakistan. One would
have been discovered inside the background information of both the beginnings of something like the
'Great game' here between British and Russian powers, which influenced the course of Anglo-Afghan
relationships substantially. To some extent, British India's policies regarding Afghanistan had created an
atmosphere for such relationships among these countries. The Durand line problem was a relic from
another era. The next has been the shaping of geopolitical goals in the South Asian region during the
Soviet Era Cold War, so when the subsequent struggle in Afghanistan here between two regional powers
resulted in a quite complicated security situation (Joy,2015). The world's peripheries gained significance
throughout the postcolonial and War periods. The diverse subjects of the colonial empires were gradually
forced to accept the responsibilities of nationality and citizenship as the empire's blurry colonialist
frontiers were turned into a firm, internationally recognised borderlines. However, this was not an easy
job. Colonial and post-colonial nation formation was hampered by the challenge of establishing borders,
incorporating ethnic and religious minorities, and dealing with a new world order led by the US-USSR
struggle. Add to it the choice among forging new legislative and socioeconomic patterns or relying on
colonisation institutional arrangements — so where do non-state entities slot in, despite their limited
history with British colonizers? So when myriad challenges that postwar administrations confront become
much more obvious ( Leake,2017).

The frontier of both countries is a perfect example of the many mysteries that colonialism has generated.
Pakistan's borderline tribe's area appears on a map to have been a tiny slice of land in a usually destitute
territory. With the image of British India as the crown jewel in the British imperial crown and also as the
centrepiece of Britain's imperialist design, its importance to British colonizers felt right. To preserve or
depict borders or territories, many boundaries had to be established across India and the British Empire.
The Durand Line to designate the boundaries of British India and Afghanistan's separate domains of
authority in the Tribal region, was one of them, so why was the area remain significant for a period? The
tale must originate in the colonial era to comprehend the effect of the Afghan— Pakistan borders.
Following Russia's invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the Boundary drew worldwide attention. Pakistan
provided an essential security role during the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The Durand Line was utilised
to conduct the Afghan Jihad against the Soviets. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United
States, completing its objectives, withdrew from Afghanistan and left the war-struck country in its
dilemma. This resulted in power struggles and splits among some of the warriors. Pakistan, as a
neighboring border, has been hit the most by the Taliban's rise to power in Afghanistan. Pakistan voiced
concern, expecting that it will have a significant influence on Taliban rule. Yet The Durand Line is still not
acknowledged as a border by the Taliban regime (Thomas,2019).

However, things rapidly turned. The occurrences of 9/11 brought America back into the South Asian
scene. United State Formally declared war on terrorism against Al Qaeda. Given the geographical
situation, Pakistan needs to reach an agreement with the US. As a consequence, Pakistan no longer has
the Taliban's support. The Taliban were driven eastward by US combat operations, whereupon they
figured out yet how to leave and seek shelter on the Pakistani side of the Durand Line, mostly in the FATA
sector of KPK (Schetter,2013). Such limits are used by compulsive elements and many other parties to
accomplish their goals. Violence along the Durand Line invited hate-mongering amongst administrations
from both sides of the border (Weinbaum Personal interview,2021).

It is believed that the only way to defeat rebels is to demonstrate the Durand Line's legal and political
stance, as well as an adequate response (Weinbaum,2006). Moreover, there are several overlaying
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tensions in the region, problems that can then be understood anyway in terms of the frequently feverish
fight against terror. Since these confrontations are linked, they generally have their reasoning and motive,
along with distinct values and aims. During Karzai's two terms in Office, the Duran Line dispute impeded
bilateral ties after 2001. Karzai has repeatedly said that the Durand Line is not an official frontier.
Afghanistan-Pakistan ties have always been marred by One bone of contention. With American troops
positioned around Afghanistan's borders, the question as to where the borderline was drawn and
Pakistan's responsibilities for peaceful coexistence within that boundary has gained worldwide attention.
However, at times, Afghans and, more especially, the West began blaming Pakistan for harbouring
terrorists or permitting extremist organisations by using its turf to attack alliance soldiers or Kabul's
authority (Schetter,2013). Ultimately, due to Pakistan's unfortunate geographical bond with Afghanistan,
which is affected by regions adversarial to Pakistan, Afghanistan needs to share borders with 6 states but
yells the loudest against Pakistan; due to the fragile disposition of the territories, cases of violence have
distributed along both flanks of the Border near (Khan, 2017).

Frontiers had quite a profound impact on Pakistan's social strata. Aside first from the damaging impact of
terrorist bombings on the general people, increased defence spending on manpower and materiel has
contributed to the current downturn (Pirzada,2017). Given the obstacles, the United Nations believe
Pakistan is the solution to Afghanistan's long-term prosperity and security. Russia and China, in addition to
the Us, look to Pakistan for talks with the Taliban and to assist normalize ties with
Afghanistan(Khan,2017).

Initial Border Fencing Proposal along the Durand Line

When it comes to diplomatic conflicts, Pakistan has also always risen to prominence and fought difficult to
find a protracted resolution. Afghanistan has achieved significant-good advancements in this regard amid
the persistent hurdles and obstructions established by the country. Islamabad is unwavering in its
commitment to safeguarding its side. In this regard, the border barrier is a laudable effort by the Pakistani
military and government in this difficult 2611-kilometer steep terrain. The structure's goal is to prevent
extremism, contraband, immigration, and covert actions along Afghanistan's 2,6411-kilometer border. In
2005, the US originally backed the proposed fortifications and obstacles. Building a boundary fence that
would also be ineffective at the moment. Pakistan started constructing the borderline in 2007, but just 35
kilometres have been finished so far. On January 4, 2007, Pakistan's Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz,
conducted a visit to Kabul. The issue of a border barrier was discussed, but both governments had
opposing viewpoints. A barricade, according to Aziz, may keep "anyone who's not welcome on the
opposite side" in passing. Karzai, from the other extreme, feels that "cutting and installing boundary
barriers would not eliminate extremism," but will still divide the two nations." On the Afghan side, locals
gathered and requested that the barrier be removed. On January 8, some 8,000 protesters marched in
Paktika, while a crowds of about 500 stood in Kunar. In April and May of 2007, there were clashes here
between the military of the two nations over boundary fortifications. Afghans have accused The
government of legalizing the Durand Line by erecting its fencing project (Shah, 2013). Including an Afghan
Defense Ministry spokesperson, when Afghan soldiers were shot at by Pakistani troops whilst trying to
tear down barriers along the Durand Line that separates the two countries, the Afghans simply retaliated
with arms and ammunition in self-defence (Dawn,2007). Numerous governments interfered in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and others, to persuade
Pakistan not to build a barrier along the borderline as a substitute for incentivizing to construct of national
border control mechanisms (Dawn,2007). They promised to provide Pakistan with small mobile radar
equipment with a five-kilometre range to confirm such engagements. As a consequence, the project was
put on hold and left incomplete. Pakistan, on the other hand, chose not to buy the tiny radar system. The
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government in Pakistan has decided to re-fence the frontier. Shorter border safety precautions on the
Afghan side have not yet been sufficient to stop the movement from the other side. It's been defined as a
difficult task that "requires an exorbitant level of resources (Shah, 2013).

Proposed New Border Management Strategy for the Durand Line

International policies are based on benefits and competition. Conflict is only one technique for attaining
particular objectives. Each response policy is based on an ode-specific hazard assessment. And that is why
countries engage in military conflicts and have a mindset of "wackier than thinking." Of course,
discouragement can only be as successful as that is meaningful to the capacities of the adversary. An
assessment of opponent possibility is at the heart of all security mechanisms. Nevertheless, since there
must be an imbalance of information, all planning needs to accommodate that little amount of scepticism.
The US invasion of Afghanistan marked the beginning of the “ War on Terror ” (WOT). As a consequence
of the battle, Pakistan's geopolitical position worsened, but it became a front-line nation and participated
in Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). Numerous missions versus terrorists have already been effective
along the Pak-Afghan border, along with the former FATA and the Provincially Administered Tribal Areas.
Terrorists had able to hide given the difficult geography of the buffer zone. In contrast to the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and ISIS, there have been several other — anti actors in Afghanistan working to
sabotage Pakistan's ceasefire. In addition, India has been using the porous Pakistan-Afghanistan border to
encourage violence and vilify Pakistan. India has indeed helped and financed the separatist movement in
Balochistan ( Rauf &Ahmad,2019). Pakistan is not a belligerent country, and it has no intention to harm
any. It is, on the other hand, straightforward to say that we can somehow "forgive and forget." We didn't
pretend to be hands-off if the TTP is based in Afghanistan. Pakistan, but at the other extreme, would far
rather maintain control of its territory than attack TTP facilities in Afghanistan. It was a wise move, and
this is the only way Pakistan may prevent further carnage in the future. The perceived concern of a
government in its surroundings must not force it to get too involved there in the internal affairs of other
countries. (2017, Khan)

In June 2016, Pakistan informed Afghan authorities that additional border procedures were already put in
place to ease cross-border migration and 'reduce chaotic and unlawful cross-border transit.' The erection
of a gate at the Torkham boundary, as well as the supply of legal and legitimate boarding, passes for all
Afghans crossing, were among these measures (Khan,2016). This measure is part of a wider effort to
defend the Pakistan-Afghan border, as well as the National Action Plan to combat terrorism, which was
initiated in 2015. Previously, due to the unmanaged borderline structure, all individuals entered Pakistan
from Afghanistan doing so without appropriate travel documents (Khan,2016). Given the NAP's aims and
the requirement for an efficient border control system on Pakistan's Afghan border, Pakistan has fortified
its border with Afghanistan. The Pakistan Army started constructing in 2017, with a deadline set for the
end of 2020. Boundary fens construction began in March 2017 in reaction to a string of violent and costly
clashes in Pakistan's tribes involving Pakistani security forces and Afghan-aligned terrorists. (Basir,2020).
The wall is part of a new border barrier being built by Pakistan to prevent terrorists from crossing the
border. A security official said that a 2,611-kilometer border with Afghanistan will be patrolled, including
1,230 kilometres in KP and 1,381 kilometres in Balochistan. Out of 1,230 kilometres in K-P, 237 kilometres
of major intrusion-prone zones in Khyber Agency, Bajaur, and Mohmand are being walled in the first
phase. The fence of the other border areas, including Balochistan, is being finished in the second phase
(Tribune,2020).

The Afghan authority, on the other side, expressed vehement opposition and resorted to indiscriminate
firing, killing Major Jawad Ali Changezi and an Afghan soldier. Since the construction of Torkham started in
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November 2014, the Afghan administration has been notified of Pakistan's intentions well in advance. As
a result, both countries' barriers were substantial. Public protests against Pakistan were held in
Afghanistan, with Pakistani flags being burnt and shouts like "death to Pakistan" screamed. Similarly,
civilians in Pakistan expressed significant opposition to the repatriation of Afghan refugees. Amid clashes,
both countries' border puts control to a cease-fire on June 15, 2016. On June 14, 2016, Afghan security
forces opened fire on Pakistani officials while the Torkham Gate was now being erected. As a
consequence, a major in the Pakistani army was martyred. Pakistan, on the other side, is adamant about
completing the fence process as quickly and efficiently as possible. As a consequence, the Pak-Afghan
border management continues to be a hot issue in both international and regional news. Pakistan's
external boundaries (Khan,2017). On June 20, 2016, both countries sought to implement a "structure for
boundary talks;" (Yousaf,2016). At the Torkham border crossing, nevertheless, no progress was made on
Pakistan's new border plans. As a result of anti-Pakistan chants and the burning of Pakistan's flag, Pakistan
closed the Bab-e-Dosti on August 18, 2016 (Khan,2016). Pakistan agreed to reopen the gate on September
1, 2016, after obtaining a written apology from Afghanistan. Previously to this, officials from Pakistan and
Afghanistan met for the 15th flagship meeting on August 31, 2016, at which they promised to "pay
support and emotional support to others opinion" and "hold a quarterly flag meeting at least subjects of
cooperation to generate a serene atmosphere." A similar flag conference was held at the Frontier
Constabulary site in Torkham (Khan,2017).

In many instances, the Pakistani barrier along the Durand Line has resulted in clashes between Afghan
border police and Pakistani soldiers. Border closures have grown routine as a result of the conflicts. In
March 2017, Afghan border police barred Pakistani authorities from performing a population
identification census on Afghan territory in the Jangir and Logman districts of Spin Boldak district. When
this turned into an armed battle, the Spin Boldak and Torkham borders remained sealed for nearly 23
days, with both sides incurring losses. The same day, Afghan security personnel clashed with Pakistani
troops as they attempted to stretch the razor wire fence into the Sro Sahano neighbourhood of the
Shorabak district. Despite the fact that now the Shorabak neighbourhood is about kilometres from the
entrance, Pakistani officials reacted by sealing the Spin Boldak border. The border was closed for a couple
of days (Khan, 2017).

Border Management in Afghanistan is Misunderstood

The Taliban, according to the Afghanistan government, exploit Pakistani territory to launch strikes within
the nation. Pakistan claims that its enemies are based in Afghanistan and get support for cross-border
attacks from there. In 2018, the military officer decided to recommence the mission, upset by
Afghanistan's frequent accusations of meddling, keen to eliminate any future possibility of such
interference, and committed to barring unauthorized personnel, goods, and operations on the Afghan
border. The border barrier is 11 feet high on the Pakistani side and 13 feet high on the Afghan side and is
expected to cost $532 million. The 6-foot space between the two fences has been taken up by barbed
wire. Checkpoints have been built along the route. This one will be manned by soldiers and outfitted with
cutting-edge technology like a closed-circuit camera and drone cinematography to enable 24-hour border
surveillance (Khan,2021).

Pakistan is heavily involved in border barrier construction. Fencing such a lengthy and difficult border was
never going to be easy. It was made much more difficult by the steep terrain, severe weather, terrorist
attacks, and continual Afghan opposition. Despite great hardship and the death of numerous soldiers,
Pakistan eventually completed the bulk of the mission. The 2,611-kilometer border is almost complete.
85% of the fence has been installed up to this point. The remaining work should be completed by the

ISSN (P): 2709-9962 Khan (2022) 156



Asian Social Studies and =1 Volume 3 Issue 2
Applied Research (ASSAR) May, 2022
Published by ASAR Council S a— e ISSN (E): 2709-9229

middle of this year (Farmers& Mehsud,2020). From here, it is no longer feasible to invade Afghanistan
secretly. Pakistan thinks that if there is peace in Afghanistan, there would be tranquillity in Pakistan. It is
doing all it can to reestablish regional peace. Pakistan has also proposed a collaborative topographic
survey to resolve Afghanistan's concerns, but the Afghan government has lost interest. Pakistan has also
been accused of failing to curb migration and terrorist strikes by Afghanistan. Given the situation,
Pakistan's only logical option was to build a barrier on its side of the border to prohibit illicit cross-border
migration. Pakistan is correct in believing that before the barrier is in place and cross-border traffic is
normalised and controlled, Afghanistan would be unable to accuse Pakistan of infiltrating or failing to
regulate cross-border militancy (Basit, 2021).

Afghanistan has refused to accept visa restrictions and border obstacles. It also refuses to construct
immigration controls on its side. If Afghan refugees left Pakistan, the borders will be closed and mobility
on the Pak-Afghan boundary will be restricted; there would be no way to blame Pakistan for providing
terrorists and creating a spectacle for its failures (Rauf and Ahmad 2019). Pakistan has categorically
disputed Afghanistan's claim that its forces were gating the Pak-Afghan border "illegitimately." The barrier
along the Pak-Afghan boundary is just being built to address Pakistan's serious security concerns,
according to Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri, and is in completely compliance with
international law and does not infringe on Afghan territory. Afghanistan seems to have been dubious of
Pakistan's border management plan since Kabul disputes the former British-era boundaries it alludes to as
the Durand Line. Pakistan dismisses the accusations, arguing that the boundary between the two
countries is an established international frontier.

Pakistan does have borders with Iran and China. Pakistan has created a strategy to protect its western
border in the same way as it protects its southern and northeastern borders. Pakistan feels that
maintaining the border would increase security and enable it to better monitor terrorist activities along
the Pakistan-Afghan border. Long-term peace and stability need a well-functioning border monitoring
system (Basit, 2021).

Border management, according to many people on both sides of the Durand Line, is solely concerned with
boundary closures, while the majority of people think it is concerned solely with border barriers. Some of
these border protection perspectives would put the Durand Line issue to the forefront. Border
management, on the other hand, does not mean that the Pakistan-Afghan border is sealed or fenced.
Pakistan has a robust border management apparatus in place with China and Iran, and those crossings are
properly controlled and regularized rather than being closed or militarized. Pakistan has not erected a
border fence with these two neighboring countries in the past, instead opting for a cooperative border
management method. Persons on both sides of the border are unable to cross without adequate legal
papers as a result of these efforts and systems (Khan,2016).

In actuality, Pakistan's efforts to manage the border between the two countries have been repeatedly
rebuffed by the Afghan government. To preserve a stable bilateral relationship, Afghanistan's attitude on
border issues is uncompromising, but Islamabad has consistently backed Afghanistan's involvement in
border management. Pakistan's stance on the border dispute and new border restrictions has been
reinforced, with the nation stating that border control would not be compromised. Afghanistan is afraid
that by building the gate and enforcing more border restrictions, the Durand Line would become a de-
facto border, undermining their claims to the Line. Instead of blaming Pakistan, Kabul should increase the
number of inspections on the Afghan side to ensure border security. It also has to upgrade its information
system so that those who avoid custody at the border seem unable to easily roam throughout the
country. It is unreasonable for Afghanistan to blame Pakistan for its mistakes and incompetence. Instead,
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Afghanistan must safeguard its security barrier, develop an effective border surveillance system,
dismantle anti-Pakistan asylums on its soil, and participate positively in region reconciliation (Khan,2021).

Pakistan Unilateral Efforts for Border Fencing

The operation started in March 2017 and has been ongoing since then, despite obstacles caused by
several causes, along with the outbreak. The barrier not only disproves the role of strategic breadth but
also works in tandem with Pakistan's peaceful concern policy. Closing the borders is a preventive
deterrent technique rather than an "offensive or imperialistic" one. So has the number of terrorists,
traffickers, and smugglers decreased, but a strong message has already been sent that no crook, terrorist,
or smugglers ever should enter Afghanistan to receive "primed Pakistan-specific guilt." But that there are
no terrorist or criminal safe havens in Pakistan that might also export issues and drag the country deeper
into a morass. Notwithstanding these evident advantages, the Kabul government has vigorously opposed
such measures.

Approximately 900 km (560 mi) of walls and barriers have indeed been completed as of January 2019.
There are 235 crossing points on the Afghanistan—Pakistan boundary, most of which have traditionally
been subject to illicit immigration and inter-incursions. More importantly, it is aimed to deter the Afghan
and Pakistani Taliban from traversing the land border rapidly to coordinate and execute attacks against
the governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan while avoiding both nations' police. At least $532 million is
expected to be spent on the project. Despite a sluggish economy, interruptions due to the COVID-19
pandemic, and a difficult security climate, border activity has continued essentially unbroken over the last
four years. So far, 85 per cent of the frontier has been fenced, with the rest expected to be completed by
the end of the year. It was meant to be finished by June 30th, 2021, but in case of delay, the authorities
nowadays have set the deadline for the end of 2022.

More than 90% of the barrier has been constructed, with the remaining to be finished to block all sorts of
illegal passage from Afghanistan. Only 16 authorized bridges have enabled movement over the border
since its inauguration (Basit,2021). Pakistan is fully authorized under international human rights law to
monitor its frontiers, whether by a barrier, patrols, or electronic monitoring employing modern
surveillance technology. Pakistan has already taken steps in this direction and should remain to do so.
Pakistan properly identified areas where invaders, both extremists and other unwanted individuals, may
enter. These areas are fenced off and checked regularly. Aside from walls, technological and sophisticated
observation systems are employed to identify intrusions where this is not feasible, and when that is not
possible, selected places are mined to stop cross-border incursions (Parveen, Siddiqui, Shah, &
Soomro,2020). Furthermore, Pakistan's national security situation has worsened as a consequence of an
increase in fear-based imperialist assaults within the country since 2010, more so than in Afghanistan,
which is a pass-through Afghanistan, domestic rather than just a global threat. Several psychological
oppressor exercises have been discovered inside Pakistan, mostly on the country's eastern edges. Fear-
based oppression tactics on a very massive scale in Pakistan as the Peshawar Incident on December 16,
2014, are impossible to imagine unless it is funded by faraway countries (Qayium,2020).

Afghanistan cannot stay stable without mending relations with Pakistan, given the dramatic changes that
have transpired in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and throughout the region ( Khalil,2016). After two decades of
major commitment and military effort, the United States has lost Afghanistan. Pakistan has taken much
concrete and specific initiatives to regulate and administer its border with Afghanistan. Pakistan's
effective Border Management Process was implemented in both word and deed to guarantee political
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security for the nation. As a consequence, once the Taliban conquered Kabul on August 15, 2021, Pakistan
was able to stop the flood of illegal migrants from Afghanistan.

Transition in the Borderland

The Western frontier between Pakistan and Afghanistan provides a unique and complex viewpoint on
region governance. The interaction of institutional framework, as well as various political governments,
resulted in a complex system of unofficial border control. This paradigm is altering at the present,
especially in light of Pakistan's attempts to regulate the border and build a control system for commerce
and people movement. This method, which opens a large system of legal laws and processes, a better
governance reorganization framework, and a security fence here between two nations as a components
of Pakistan's nation-building initiatives, undermines the informal system (Begum, 2018). Inter migration
has been hampered by warfare, hunger, and financial difficulties, along with commerce and transit
activity. Moreover, though cross-border emigration persists, current crossing site fortification seems to
have slowed moving pieces. As per the latest survey, the overwhelming number of Afghans traveling to
Pakistan are doing so for commercial gain rather than to avoid violence. Intermittent laborers, particularly
inexperienced migrant employees, depend on short-term authorization to go to Pakistan for employment
or services. As a consequence of changes in Pakistan's refugee policy, this phenomenon of summary
migration now encompasses regular travelers and importers (Cheema, Gul & Sajjad,2021).

Disruption in The Market and Social System and its impacts on the Borderland Peoples

The combination of immigration rules, new Border Control Point regulations and obstacles have led to a
huge drop in employment for the current border's weakest and most vulnerable inhabitants, but also the
domestic trade market. There has also been a disruption in the production process. The domestic
commercial marketplace relies on the informal sector and was also the first to succumb. Local businesses
in borderline marketplaces rely on carriers to transfer products and little amounts of wealth to engage in
formerly unregulated inter trading. Normalization of the border with visa requirements raises travel
expenses for inhabitants from both nations and makes cross-border transit impossible. So addition to
diminishing informal foreign commerce, Pakistani agencies and healthcare that depend on Afghan
influence has now become expensive. Organizations are gradually shutting their operations and focusing
on more lucrative various markets. The present system of indigenous tribes' passage or access rights is no
longer in place. In the past, these connection networks have mediated bilateral commerce, with special
status tribes serving as crucial conduits for cross-border marketplaces and market organisations. Growing
market links arise when old-established entities depart borders sectors and inter-economic
interdependence weakens, and it does not overcome earlier disputes. Industry organisations no longer
serve these sectors as effectively as they once did, and their authority has shifted as a consequence of
increased exterior pressure. The Pakistani government's ambitions for current border exchanges may
result in a real catastrophe and a compromise that eliminates many of the market's most vulnerable
participants (Bagai 2021).

The frontier is becoming more divided, undermining the links and networks that link them. Afghans are no
longer able to go to Pakistan for marriage, burial, social occasions, or to cope with disaster situations. The
current visa regime is a time-consuming and long and expensive process for Afghans, particularly those
who do not have proof of identification. Several high-profile examples of Afghans in need of hospital
treatment but were unable to get permits have sparked demands in Pakistan for regulators to alleviate
their predicament and create visa exclusions. Women in transnational marriages say they have a difficult
and stressful time. The full extent of these advancements' impact on women and disabled persons, on the
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other hand, is unclear, and future research should delve into it. According to tourists, petty rent-seeking
has risen at BCPs. Formerly, limited households along the boundary could buy common household items
at reduced prices from Afghan shops. The absence of this savings chance has had a significant impact on
females' standard of living (Shah, Bhatti & Mustafa, 2021).

Communities have been divided by the border barrier, which has repercussions on community cohesion.
Sustainable land control disputes arise when positive or collectively owned assets divide over time. On the
Pakistani side of the line, many individuals are liquidating their Afghan properties. Several households are
moving to the interior, while others are exploring migrating and a tiny proportion are exploring shifting to
Afghanistan if peace conditions are favorable. As per the findings, local jirgas are still involved in cross-
border public mediation of issues over shared assets or common land, but whose capacity to arbitrate in
the term is compromised ( Behzad and Khattak, 2021).

As a portion of a management reform initiative to integrate the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, borderland inhabitants in Pakistan are negotiating a
transition in identity between citizens of an "independent" tribal territory to full citizens of a vast county.
The merger, which will be followed by the cancellation of easement rights, aims to sever shared ties with
Afghan neighbourhoods on the one hand, while also founding historically disadvantaged residents into a
new agreement with a structured judicial process and a path to representative democracy on the other.
For citizens on both sides, the glass remains half-empty. Local tribal people, whose main concern is the
loss of 'adjacent property entitlements,' are ignorant of Pakistan's border regulation strategy's possible
future benefits. Stopping unfettered migration, which was allowed people there under the rahdari
system, is perceived as divisive to 'Pashtun culture' and a loss of 'ownership' by region residents, while
officials depict it as a revocation of a much-misused privilege. The rahdari system will very certainly be
resurrected in the coming years, but this issue will continue to be a cause of social discontent in the
border region (Cheema, Gul & Sajjad,2021). Land acquisition is an important step, but that will be a
contentious matter that will need dispute management and mediation amongst local groups. Any
effective audit committee will need a greater degree of transparency. Tribes want the means to deal with
these concerns, but the conversation is moving away from local jirgas and toward middlemen. Impairment
of land and valuables to Pakistani citizens as a consequence of the barrier may result in compensation
payments from the authorities (Government of Pakistan, 2015).

Community members affected by new policies are always at the center of all policy discussions, and trade
decisions must take their unique circumstances into account. Furthermore, in a situation where failure to
do that would result in unrest, discontent, and a level of violence, both governments must adopt a
people-centred strategy that is attentive to their citizens' expectations. In past years, Pakistan's
boundaries have experienced significant improvements in security, which has boosted commerce flow
(Hussain, 2019). Including these privileges, border restrictions have placed massive costs on both rights
and benefits for border cities claiming special status, along with vulnerable communities that have
traditionally relied on unrestricted cross-border mobility to make a living. For several indigenous tribes
along the border, the security barrier has created a physical boundary between villages, neighbouring
groups, and individuals, presenting issues of citizenship, community asset ownership, and rights. While
the research is focused mostly on the Pakistani Side, one key finding is that the change in Pakistan has left
few defenders of the Afghan people's aspirations and benefits, who have paid disproportionately high
costs as a consequence of border regularization (Cheema, Gul & Sajjad,2021).
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Conclusion

Afghanistan-Pakistan relations have traditionally been fuelled by cross-border people-to-people
connections and trade, along with the refugee migration, as well as familial, economic, and communal ties
that span the Durand Line. The Pashtun community living along the border represents both a mutual
promise and a mutual danger in Kabul and Islamabad's eyes. The topic of border control between Pakistan
and Afghanistan is fraught with historical and cultural complexities. Each population in the Afghanistan-
Pakistan borderlands is undergoing a shift in terms of administration and future security. On the Afghan
side, the departure of US and NATO troops this year led to change in the governmental settlement and
overall stability, while Pakistan's border policies limit access to its border even more. On the Pakistani
side, most special status groups see these expenses as a surrender of "rights" to identity, livelihood, and
community since the benefits of a codified system have yet to manifest for them.

Citizens of both countries are experiencing an increase in the cost of passage (where the possibility of
passage exists) for visas, consumer and household goods that are essential to the quality of life, education
and health, small business and employment opportunities, maintaining social and familial ties, and
maintaining ownership of local assets such as land and forests divided by the fence. Many people consider
these expenses to be discriminatory.

The cumulative effect of Pakistan's border controls is more critical in restricting people's mobility than it is
in restricting commodity flow. The challenging security situation in Pakistan will have an impact on the
economic well-being of the border population. The cross-border movement has been constrained as a
result of Pakistan's recent implementation of visa and immigration requirements for border checks, and
even the construction of the border barrier. The Costs are a more persistent issue for Afghan residents
since there is no way to return to informality. Cross-border mobility and commercial activity have been
disrupted, affecting not just economies but also various forms of community strife.

Recommendations

e Although Pakistan's security has dramatically improved over the past five years, there are indeed
elements that threaten disturbance." if the administration transformation doesn't quite result in
enhanced economic possibilities and services for inhabitants. "Steadily increasing entitlements
and venues for political control" have come from the governance structural reforms, which "may
destabilize if hopes are not realized, and docking criteria for discussions with the executive are
not reached." "Finely manage delicacy through strengthening local capacity, boosting customer
experience, and assisting the state in gaining public confidence."

e New variables such as the worldwide immigration system, new proposals and rules in the BCPs
for commerce and travel, the elimination of the transit system, which enabled border
communities to move freely, and the widespread deployment of border fences added new
challenges. What is going on is wreaking chaos on the highways. The residents of the border
regions' livelihood and social harmony were disrupted. In Pakistan, there is a severe absence of a
demand-side structure through which citizens may communicate with the government and have
their issues addressed. The situation is, however, improving. The problem is figuring out how to
adapt these processes to the local context while also making them accessible to individuals who
need them. The ease of doing business and the constant continuance of business rules and
border crossing processes are the main concerns of merchants and carriers. The wages of cross-
border inhabitants have been impacted by the shifting volumes of economic cooperation
between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
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e The need for innovative policy approaches to improve and encourage cross-border migration.
Automated processes for addressing complaints at BCPs must be bolstered by the procedures.

e The contact along the border between the two countries must be examined thoroughly since it
has a substantial influence on ’s careers, occupations, and connections. Individuals affected by
policy changes must be emphasized in policy discussions, and trade decisions must take into
account disadvantaged communities' unique circumstances. Bilateral meetings for border
management, i.e. Pakistan and Afghanistan, to achieve advanced management levels by focusing
on the country's socio-economic differences, i.e. expanding power gaps in the subcontinent and
intermingling foes in border issues.

e Citizens of both nations confront increased expenses for visas, and consumer and household
products, which are necessary for preserving the quality of life, education and health, small
business and job prospects, and social services (where passage is feasible). Maintaining family
relationships and ownership of local assets such as land and woods separated by fences are other
important considerations. Many individuals believe that these fees are discriminatory. Most
privileged groups in Pakistan see these expenditures as "rights" to identity, livelihood, and
community since the advantages of a defined system have yet to be shown. Because there is no
way back unofficially, the cost is a more lasting concern for Afghans. In the end, the Afghan
government will need to build institutions that residents can trust to assist implement new rules
and enable cross-border migration to continue.

e The aforementioned difficulties should be dealt with professionally.

e Two factors require critical intervention: a) the resolution of disputes between resident border
communities and a rapid appraisal of how to optimize and extend the whole process of
commuters through to the overcrowded BCP at Torkham, with authorization of extraordinary
terms for urgent situation travel. Additionally, the state's engagement should be focused on a
few policies that are responsive to the pressing needs of residents, with the help of political
representatives and the implementation of a proper communication plan. A lasting peaceful
resolution will not be possible until the state and the people reach an agreement that addresses
the loss of collective communal assets as a consequence of the border fence's polarizing
influence. Land compensation is necessary, but it will be a contentious option that will need
grievance resolution and cross-community arbitration. Any accountability mechanisms must be
more transparent. Communities want the government to deal with these concerns, but the
negotiating channels are moving away from indigenous jirgas and toward middlemen. Losses of
land and valuables to Pakistani residents as a consequence of the barrier might lead to monetary
damages from the government.

e In the state-society interaction, the conflict between state and citizens is the most contentious
issue. There has been background or violent conflict, and effectively addressing public needs as a
bulwark against nationalist mobilization is critical.

e Increased cooperation and collaboration among the security sector for data exchange and
surveillance of inaccessible areas, such as the unified border task force. Observatories and UAVs
might be used as force multipliers to increase border surveillance accuracy and close loopholes.
The policy change, such as the installation of control and command centers along the border, is
needed to govern movement across the border and data sharing. Create distinct border posts
with measuring devices, drug recognition, and nuking item validation through the promenade
and drive through gateways to implement an effective.

e Strengthening economic ties between Pakistan and Afghanistan by speeding up the execution of
agreements.

e The new combat immigration control strategy must include alternative facilities or an update to
the present Integrated borders control system.
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e  Practical and measurable measures over organised crime groups, terrorists, and other anti-social
organizations may be performed with the minimum amount of political power via a revamped
and tried-to-step strategy.

e Any illegal inter movement must be prevented by formal acknowledgement of borders by both
sides, as well as robust barriers.
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