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Abstract 
 

This research is a documentation of the textile craft and textile design which is losing its magnificence 
with age and necessitates to be recognized in demand to preserve the history and heritage. The 
situation of these crafts and designs techniques is ambiguous and changing due to industrialization. The 
study includes the method and practice assessment of the collections of textiles present in various parts 
of the country. Historical relationships have been made as per requirement of the research. The research 
relates the comparisons and variation in layouts, methods, and visual preference of the present-day 
goods. The main objective of the research has been established by analysis of textile techniques 
practiced in various regions and their main creative textile styles. The textiles are analyzed and assessed 
on the techniques, history, and their applicability with present market. Due to the recent situation of 
pandemic, there is a need for several modes of sharing small business goods and products. These textile 
products should be exhibited online, and the country administration needs to acknowledge the craft 
industry. By making more opportunities for small businesses with digital seminars and portals through 
which the small unit owners, young researchers and experts can share knowledge, opinions, and 
concerns.    
 
Keywords: Textile, Small Cottage Industry, Industrialization, Techniques, Textile Design. 

 
Introduction  
 
The textile fabrication business in Pakistan is the biggest. Owing to the development of technique and 
procedures the time limitation has shifted the methods to less sturdy and extra bulk manufactured. 
Pakistan is the fourth major cotton plant cultivator globally after China, India and USA. All these methods 
that are in the Lahore Museum are still remaining in the small house industry. In Pakistan conventional 
domestic or modest businesses are the conducive to these skills that are present these days. These 
incorporate hand embroidery, hand-loom weaving, printing with blocks, upright loom weaving for carpets, 
stitch work, applique and patch work, hand mirror work, brass/copper work, wristlet creations or various 
local memento commodities like looking glass bangles, camel skin products, etc. These manufactured 
goods are in huge order in the trade business. As expanding a larger size business is complicated in term 
of reserve for the administration, less significant measure companies are additionally lucrative and 
simpler to determine. They offer vacancies for women and men, satisfy the market requirement, take in 
lucrative revenue, achieve eco-friendliness, involve a reduced amount of effort and extraordinary 
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production and highly crucially get the use of native raw matter. All these optimistic characteristics 
combine up to develop a modest yet effectively appropriate structure.  The textile industry is the most 
famous overseas trade profits in the country. Lately agreeing to the regional esteemed Ravi periodical 
magazine:  
 
The stoppage in trade and industry movement in the far East has opened to negatively impact Pakistan’s 
textile trade in relations of trades to South Korea, Japan and further South East Asian countries are 
experiencing a declining phase. Several of the difficulties in the manufactured goods of the declining 
productions are due to reduced raw material excellence. Barely almost 5% of cotton plant is appropriate 
for twisting up to count 50. Nearly all of the cotton cultivated is of the little staple assortment. It is the 
mediocre value of locally produced cotton that has steered towards manufacture of low count fiber. The 
spindles, rotors and looms segment has been subjected to disputes of transformation and refinement of 
contenders in global market. National equipment is mediocre technology, shortage of value yarn and 
shortage of formal supporting are also increasing to its challenges. (Magazine, 2015). 
 
Sericulture in Pakistan can be recognized from the paper by Durdana Najam, in the News Lens Pakistan. 
She complains to the administration for the deterioration in the sericulture of the Changa Manga forestry 
in the Kasur area, Punjab and its silk manufacture that has made 1,000 people poor who were dependent 
for their job on creating silk larvae and striving at silk fiber producing units. Sericulture has been 
accomplished in all four regions of Pakistan and also in Azad Kashmir. The central facilities for the creation 
of silk across the watered woodlands are Multan, Changa manga, Kamalia, and Chichawatni. (Najam, 
2016). 
    
A regional apparel brand put forward a map of Pakistan (fig.no.1) motivated by Indian map of crafts 
representing all the regions for their skills and techniques. Punjab is renowned for its, woven crafts, khais, 
needlework (shadow work) alteration of cross stitch, chunari, phulkārī, qālīn weaving. Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, for its beard work, carpets weaving and Swat and its neighboring areas for its embroidery 
and shawl weaving. Baluchistan, for its needlepoint cross stitch, Baluchi, stitch ralli, and kutch 
needlework. Sindh, for its ajrak which a centuries of block printing technique, Sindhi needlework stitch, 
ralli, qālīn weaving. Kashmir for its amlīkār and kāni shawls. The amlīkār shawls utilize the dandi stitch for 
all the patterns and layouts.          
 

Woven Products  
 
The wool woven shawl business is very capable yet overlooked but still enduring. Swat as the standing 
core of the woolen shawls in the Pakistan carries the similar benefit as Sialkot carry in sport supplies 
states Fazal Khaliq in his piece in Dawn news report. He further than describes that this periods old 
industry has witnessed several modifications in style and inclinations. While talking to the administrator of 
the Islampur small business Trade Organization Hazir Gul, who reveals that more than 10,00 women and 
men are energetically supporting the small business, while over 30,000 parties are gaining from it 
indirectly. (Khaliq, 2015). 
  
Khaliq’s explanation is very detailed in describing the value of these shawls. That all year round the 
consumers from Pakistan’s key cities gather in the shops on the prospect for modifications of shawls, 
textiles, and other craft products. He also questions weavers (fig.no.2) regarding their understanding of 
labor and industry. Mati-ur Rehman is one such weaver in this enterprise since 1995 says, that the 
condition of the shawl is centered on the extent of time period it needs to be made, like it takes up three 
hours for a conventional shawl and a calendar week for the top value. One more weaver Faiz-ur Rehman 
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receives 500 Rs for two shawls of normal value in a days’ work. Various styles of shawls are made for both 
men and women, mostly five categories for women and seven styles for men. Approximately the regular 
price of shawl can vary from 1000 Rs to 15000 Rs varying on the importance and price. The raw material 
for these shawls for the industry are Australian sheep wool, local lamb or sheep wool, Pakistani sheep 
wool, artificial silk, Chinese wool, cotton, and nylon. Amir Rashid, a resident entrepreneur, writes Khaliq, 
who has been obtaining raw material for around 40 years, says that previous suppliers journeyed to 
superior Kohistan, and Swat regions to acquire sheep wool which would be treated and marketed to 
laborers and weavers. But currently (fig.no.3) just Chinese wool is accessible which gives the weaver 
dependency on the Pakistani capitalists who trade in (fig.nos. 3,4,5,6) and trade it affluently. (Khaliq, 
2015). 
    
Qālīn weaving in the modest industries is by far the extremely significant one and its facilities are placed in 
Sindh, Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Baluchistan, and Gilgit- Baltistan still there are modest hubs all 
around the state. Cost-effectively these ventures are the most valuable and promote profitably to the 
trades. Silk, cotton, and wool, are the primary raw materials employed for these carpets and rugs 
promoting to the overall household merchandise of the people. Hand tied carpet, the ethnic specialty is 
prepared in all places and is one of the prominent trade manufactured goods. The models (fig.nos. 5,6) 
are from Sindh and Punjab as carpet production has prospered and is an resource to the state so the most 
important facilities for this procedure are created in metropolitan capitals. The craftsmen make up all 
sorts of patterns and modify corresponding to the requirements of the present marketplace. 
 

Embroidery Products 
 
Needlework in this day has developed yet receiving close together relations with the past of the craft. The 
stitches are identical but separately from custom lay outs and patterns the new altered style of the design 
do come up from time to time as the fashion look shifts (fig.no.7). Or else, the practice of suzanī, ralli, 
phulkari, shishkārī, provide an endless steady customer still not standing in the mainstream official trend 
but the usual apparel attire and incorporates these in upholstery as well. Ralli work from Baluchistan and 
Sindh are now being taken up in other parts of the country corresponding to the obligation of the market. 
Primarily these are used in home furnishing products (fig.no.10) like table runners, cushions, coverings, 
bed sheets, throws, quilts, table mats, etc. Shishkārī with needlework is now integrated in bed sheets, 
table runners, (fig.nos. 10,11) shirts etc.    
 
All these crafts are extremely respected in the trade market. Suzani exclusively is not performed in 
Pakistan. But some contemporary textile labels do take encouragement from the patterns and designs in 
their work. And utilize pattern layout for clothing and home furnishing. Several variates of khais (fig.no.8) 
are also being created in Punjab and Sindh. Both these regions are abundant in handloom weaving 
practice. Hand woven cotton costumes, scarves, dupatas, (fig.nos.235,236) all are a continual in routine 
fashion.   
 
Zardozi technique is a adapted form of brocade like a combination of weaving and needlework. These 
days real gold strands are not used. It is created by turning or wrapping a flattened metallic ensemble 
made from silver or split metallized polyester layer, pure gold, on a core thread, usually of absolute silk, 
nylon, polyester, viscose, single or multiple fibers, wire etc (fig.no.12). In current technique there are 
three primary kinds, the pure zari, metal based zari and synthetic zari.   
 
Zari in pure form is a blend of good value of silver and gold thread taken from silver or gold combinations, 
which is flattened by handling it by strong solidity with the help of rotating rollers. The compressed silver 
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fibers are curled on the basic yarn that is normally of silk. These rolls with silk and silver covered filaments 
are further stiffened by placing stress on them for enhancement or gilding. These are covered with gold by 
the method of electroplating. The shine of the gold-plated fibers is furthermore intensified by passing 
them with a discoloration or brightener, ultimately twisting them on bobbins. 
 
The technique of gilding or synthetic procedures have come into use to reduce expense of beneficial 
compounds or metallic components. As copper swapped the gold and silver because of its less pricey 
worth and it has traits nearer to the greater metallic element. Various chemical colors are utilized to 
create reproduction of gold and silver. These are inexpensive and stable replacements which have non-
rusting and corroding properties. Conventionally zari has always been utilized to be used for the upper 
class and the esteemed class predominantly. Now a days in Pakistan it is in the access of all people shifting 
in forms and design. A required produce of main outfits of the bride and groom at the wedding ceremony 
are made in zari technique. And all the ceremonial, semi proper clothes are made in zari work and some 
very elaborate interior furnishings also. The designs are moved on the fabric by the help of punctured 
constructed sheet which is penetrated on the design line ups. A dust paste is handed over this sketching 
sheet to shift the design outlines on the fabric. Aar needle is employed to make the designs on the cloth. 
The embroider rests on the ground by the cloth tightened in wooden structure. Multiple embroiders sit 
alongside each other and perform on the same textile. The fibers and the beads, sitara, circle or horizontal 
flat all are positioned on top where the embroider spots his working hand and with his other hand he 
strengthens the fabric from the beneath. (fig.nos. 12).  
 
All the stylists huge and little, having huge meeting-centered retail area and some with modest stores in 
Anarkali or Liberty bazar are employed in zardozi, as this technique is pricey in contrast to the 
conventional embroidery design. The market for this procedure is particular and niche. Which allows the 
designers to tailor their goods and cost consequently. Some of the examples are from Deepak Perwani, 
(fig.no.13) from Faraz Manan, Nomi Ansari and many more like them  
 

Rūmāl 
 
Rūmāl and table covers are in style, but the traditional theme based figurative table cover have changed 
due to the Islamic philosophies and religious restrictions. Historically the chamba rūmāl were grounded on 
Hindu mythology, and placed in the Lahore Museum, which is not very foremost in the Pakistani 
civilization it is a marginal attribute and due to philosophical and religious difference these rūmāls could 
not hold and continue in the cultural sphere after the Pakistani independence in 1947. As Indian society 
respects Hindu tradition and ritual they believe to embroider these regulations as a way of worship and 
respect. After Ranjit Singh who sponsor these chamba rūmāls and launched the Sikh influence of 
embroidery in these craft fragments. Theses rūmāls met a deterioration and dropped royal sponsorship 
after the Indian independence in 1947. The amount and quality declined since the mechanization and 
assortment of decreased quality like stamped table fabrics, decorated cushions and most notably machine 
created goods. In India the rūmāls were renewed in 1970s and now being followed.      
 
Similarly, in Pakistan, there are numerous kinds of layers offered with all kinds of practices, printing 
(fig.nos.14), embroidery (fig.nos.15), fabric or ribbon work, ornamentation, quilting, applique and patch 
work, weaving (fig.nos.9) etc. There is artificial polyvinyl layer with various designs also accessible. There 
practice of using rūmāls is not alien to the Pakistanis. But the topic has been altered and applied in the 
benefit of the buyer. In all the crafts performed here rūmāls are made in all methods as it is a small 
functional product and employed in household’s all over the country in kitchens, interiors, and upholstery. 
Even in certain situations men and women use them to protect their tops.  
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Dyeing 
 
Fabrics are determined as a power of Pakistan’s economic structure as it is the greatly important 
manufacturing area of Pakistan in respect to market and employment service. Textile and its goods hold 
more than 65% of the total trades from the country, which combined to US $ 2,116 million in the year 
2016-17 in all sort of pure and synthetic substances (Statistics by the state bank of Pakistan annual 
report). Around fifteen hundred textile handling corporations are currently working in the country. Which 
hold numerous textile techniques, adjusting from whitening to calendaring and de-sizing with other 
exterior remedies.  (Memon, 2017). 
 
There are all kinds of dyeing procedures appear in the country, primary emphasis take place in the rotary 
machine dyeing. The acid dyes are employed for the nylon, wool, silk and disperse dyes are utilized for 
cellulose acetate, polyester, nylon, and acrylic fiber. Direct dye are extremely popular dyes employed 
cotton and wool. These are not very quick or fastened finished. Vat dyes are used for cotton fibric and 
wool fabric, as it is obtained from a natural supply of indigo color currently indigo dyes are created 
unnaturally. Azoic dyes are the Naphthol dyes, from the AZO group of atoms and nitrogen. They just come 
in three colors, yellow, red, and brown. Sulphur dyes are employed on cellulose yarns and fibers like 
staples threads and yarn. All the most important textile dyeing business employs high property and acids-
based dyes. Reactive dyes are ordinary for the apparel and textile dyeing. Normally these are extremely 
colored organic chemical employed for cotton, linen, viscose, wool, and silk. And the best quality polishing 
methods are used for the exceptional looks of glossiness, greyness, and stiff finish. (Patali, 2020) The 
smaller dyeing companies provide to the public and domestic needs. Its main dyeing resources are 
chemical based acid dyes. There are less environmentally friendly small dyeing companies, but these 
contain for carpet wool, wearing apparel and attire. Direct dyeing,

1
 stock-pile dyeing

2
, fiber dyeing

3
, Skein 

dyeing
4
 (organic dyeing of thread for the carpets or knitting methods etc.) Bundle dyeing

5
 or warp shaft 

dyeing
6
, clothing dyeing, (chunari, (fig.nos.16) shabūrī, tie and dye, and dip dying). Dupaṭṭa galī and 

anārkalī bazar are renowned for dyeing in local small and larger sizes of accessible fabric usually ordered 
by the vendors. Made up of tie and dye are accessible in the Pakistani marketplace as gifts or for 
community use as well as jewelry boxes in shops around the country dupaṭṭa, and qamīz shalwār.  
 
The contemporary and historic textiles should promote greater significant respect of these innovative arts 
within and out of Pakistan. I think there is considerable space for progress in accumulating the textile 
culture and maintaining it. It involves steady work and dedication to preservation of the past and past of 
Pakistan. New researchers must be given more opportunities and reasons should be put up for the formal 
interpretation of the textiles across the country. The facilities and units that are the main sources to 
preserve the specimen of cultural history should be supported and craft sector must be brought into main 
textile industrial field. There is serious need for the proper kind of management and expertise which 
should be included in the structure to teach the employees and adjust the accommodations for the 
advancement of the of the craft and labor class. 

                                                 
1
 Direct dyeing is the most used method employing the dyeing material and some time in combination with acid dyes.   

2
 Stock-pile dyeing is the method of dyeing in which the raw material is dyed prior to the fabric manufacturing. 

3
 Fiber dyeing is the dyeing of different types of yarns. 

4
 Skein dyeing is the process of dyeing the yarns by dipping method. As these are loosely tried yarns being dipped in 

Vat dye. Carpet units in Lahore, Peshawar use this dip dyeing method for the wool natural and chemical dying.   
5
 Bundle dyeing is the process in which many spools of yarn are dyed by placing them in a machine and dyeing 

simultaneously saving time and money.  
6
 Warp shaft dyeing is the economical method of dyeing large number of threads. The beam of warp is placed in a 

perforated cylinder and then placing it in the dyeing machine.    
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Figures 
 

 
Figure 1: Map of the needlework in various regions of Pakistan, presented by generation brand, 

www.mymodernmet.com 

 

 
Figure 2: Swat shawl, Weaver, Islampur, Mingora, Fazal Khaliq 

http://www.mymodernmet.com/
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Figure 3: Swat shawl, Islampur, Mingora, Fazal Khaliq 

 

 
Figure 4: Bareeze shawl, Pakistan, zarī, 183x66cm, www.bareeze.com 

 

http://www.bareeze.com/
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Figure 5: Kilim, Flat woven rugs, 37x48cm, lamb wool, www.wayfair.ca 

 

 
Figure 6: Lahore aryana rug, 37x8cm, hand knotted lamb wool, www.wayfair.ca 

 

 
Figure 7: Lawn suits with phulkārī, Multan, Bazar, Multan Bazar 
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Figure 8: Twill weave, khaīs, Gambat, Sindh, Pakistan, Tali Karachi 

 

 
Figure 9: Cotton Dūpatta, Plain weave, Hand woven, Sindh, Pakistan, Tali Karachi 

 

 
Figure 10: Ralli, Patchwork, Sindh, Pakistan, Tali Karachi 
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Figure 11: Dūpatta, Block printing with mirror work and embroidery, Sindh, Pakistan, Tali Karachi 

 

 
Figure 12: Gold and silver Zarī,work shawl, Punjab, Desi Royale 

 

 
Figure 13: Wedding ceremonial dresses, Deepak Perwani, www.bridals.pk 
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Figure 14 Rūmāl-rectangular cover, Swat valley, 

Pakistan. www.tribalartandtextiles.com/ 
 

 
Figure 15: Pita bread cover, Rūmāl, Jhang, Pakistan, www.facebook.com/FANCY-BED-SHEET 

 

 
Figure 16: Dūpaṭṭas in Chunari, Karachi, Pakistan, Tali Karachi 
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